El alfabeto español

The Spanish Alphabet

Letter
Pronunciation
Sound
As in…
a
ah
ah
father
b
bĕ (“grande”)
b (spirant)
c
sĕ
s (e,i), c (a,o,u)
ch
chĕ
ch
d
(th)ĕ
d (spirant)
e
ĕ
ĕ 
as in egg
f
ĕfĕ
f
g
hĕ
h (e,i), g (a,o,u)
h
ah-chĕ
(always silent)
i
ē
ē
j
hohtah
h

k
kah
k (non-guttural) 
l
ĕlĕ
l
ll
ĕyĕ
y

m
ĕmĕ
m
n
ĕnĕ
n

ñ
ĕnyĕ
ny (as in canyon)

o
oh
oh (lips not so tight)

p
pĕ
p (spirant)

q
coo
k (non-guttural)

r
ĕrĕ
r (short trill – the key is to keep the tip of your tongue loose)
rr
ĕrrĕ
r (long trill– the key is to keep the tip of your tongue loose)

s
ĕsĕ
s
t
tĕ
t (spirant)

u
oo
oo (with lips not so tight)

v
bĕ (“chica”) (oovĕ)
b or v (spirant)

w1
doblĕ oo or doblĕ v
b or v (hard)
x
ĕkēs
s (at the beginning), h (within the word)

y
ē  grēĕgah
y

z
sĕta
s  

Tips:

1. “k” and “w” are orthographic symbols that have been introduced into the Spanish language.

2. The English pronunciation of letters occurs from the back of the throat and is more guttural.  Consonants and vowels are more hard, tight lipped and definitive.
3. The Spanish pronunciation of letters is done more from the front of your mouth – lips, teeth, tip of the tongue, alveolar ridge, and palate.

4. The Spanish pronunciation of consonants is softer.
a. Bilabial sounds –  the upper and lower lips barely touch  and are more spirant – ex. b, m, p, v

b. Labiodental sounds – the lower lip and upper teeth touch softly – ex. f 

c. Interdental sounds – the tip of the tongue goes between the teeth – ex. d 

d. Alveolar sounds – the tip of the tongue flaps against the alveolar ridge – ex. r, rr

e. Pre-alveolar sounds – the tip of the tongue touches the lower part of the alveolar ridge 
– ex. l, n, t
f. Palatal sounds – the tongue swell/curls in the palate – ex. y
5. The Spanish pronunciation of vowels is more open and loose lipped. 

– ex. the way one sings vowels as opposed to speaking them

6. The nice thing about the Spanish alphabet is that the name of the letter represents the sound it makes.

7. There are no vowel blends in Spanish.  Each vowel is a in a separate syllable.

Note:  
If you master the phonics of the language, you will be able to interpret the letters they represent.  Once you interpret the letters they represent, you can formulate the words.  Once you formulate the words, you learn definition and usage.  Once you learn definition and usage, you assign grammatical value.  Once you assign grammatical value, you give them word order.  The end result is language.
1 The Oxford Spanish Dictionary, second edition, lists four ways to say "w" in Spanish: "doble ve," "doble u," or, in Spain: "doble uve" or "uve doble." The Real Academia Española uses "uve doble," but "doble u" seems more common in Latin America.
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